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For some Mainers, COVID-19 has distorted smell and taste in unusual ways _

SILVER LINING IN A COVID-19 CLOUD

Brianna Soukup/Staff Photographer

Writer, director and actress Sara Friedman prepares to film a scene from her movie, “Heightened,” on location in Cape
Elizabeth this month. The Cape Elizabeth native called her low-budget, Maine-based film project a dream come true.

TALENTED NATIVES
CAME HOME TO CREATE

Artistic Mainers who had gone off to careers in metropolitan areas sought refuge from
the pandemic by returning to their roots — and found unexpected opportunities.

By BOB KEYES
Staff Writer
arvin Merritt IV had big
dreams and big ideas
when he graduated from
Harvard University last
year. They did not involve Deer Isle.

“I was intending to head to New
York or L.A. or Germany, and I was
going to either do experimental the-
ater in Berlin or vie for Broadway in
New York or film work in L.A.,” said
the 2016 graduate of Deer Isle-Ston-
ington High School.

Instead, Merritt, 23, has spent the
pandemic producing theater back
home, and last month he and his cre-
ative partner, fellow Harvard gradu-

ate Anna Fitzgerald, drew 1,000 peo-
ple to three performances of their
original play “Do Not Move Stones,”
a retelling of an Aeschylus play, “The
Suppliants.” They staged it at the
Settlement Quarry in Stonington,
and considered the effort successful
enough that they have formalized
their partnership and formed the Isle
Theater Company with a goal of pro-
ducing at least two shows a year.

Berlin will have to wait.

Merritt, who called the circum-
stances “an odd blessing of COVID,”
is part of a wave of artists who have
come home to Maine during the pan-

Please see ARTISTS, Page A9
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Theater producer Christine Henry, a native of
Winthrop who returned during the pandemic,
is using her New York connections to create
more diverse stage opportunities in Maine.

Maine just
had a tough
week. What
comes next
with virus?

As winter approaches once
again, national infectious
disease experts say the only
thing we can count on is the
pandemic’s unpredictability.

By JOE LAWLOR
nd KEVIN MILLER
Staff Writers

Maine hospitals are strain-
ing to care for record numbers
of COVID-19 patients. Schools
across the state are reporting
outbreaks and sending kids home
to quarantine. So many positive
cases are being reported to the
state that even an expanded pub-
lic health staff can’t keep up.

And it’s not even October.

A year ago, when no one was
vaccinated, Maine was reporting
about 30 new cases a day. Then
October arrived and people start-
ed moving indoors, where the
virus spreads much more easily.
Cases surged through November,
December and January before
falling again.

This September has been far dif-
ferent as the delta variant surged
nationwide. Last week was among
the darkest of the pandemic in
Maine, when the state surpassed

Please see VIRUS, Page ATl

MORE ON COVID-19

Il CORONAVIRUS UPDATE:

Hospitalizations rise again as
Maine CDC reports 603 new

infections, four deaths / BT

MAINE COVID-19
VACCINE TRACKER

FULLY VACCINATED................. 868,047
Percent of Maine pOpUIation .............eee. 64.58%

SOURCES: Maine CDC and U.S. Census Bureau

Climate fight turns to owners of Maine’s carbon-sponge forests

Two separate efforts are underway to
maximize carbon absorption, one for
smaller landowners, the other aimed
at woodland industry heavyweights.

WHITEFIELD — Dappled sunlight illumi-
nated the forest floor where Tony Marple had
thinned a thick stand of aspen, oak, birch and
maple two winters ago. The land had been
clearcut by a former owner and was emerging
after 20 years into a thick tangle.

Marple wanted to open up the woods to the
sun and encourage select maple, oak and
birch to mature. He wasn’t especially inter-
ested in the saw logs the trees could become
in 30-plus years, but in something even more
valuable to him: carbon storage.

B CARBON-STORAGE marketplace is
complex and controversial, A74

“I don’t claim to be an expert at this,” Mar-

ple said during a recent tour to explain his ef-

By TUX TURKEL
Staff Writer

forts to blunt climate change by storing more
carbon on his farm’s 132 acres of woodland.

Marple may not be an expert in carbon se-
questration, the term for capturing and stor-
ing carbon dioxide in plants, soils and the
ocean. But in many respects, he’s already
in sync with draft recommendations from a
state task force charged with developing in-
centives to encourage small to midsize forest
owners to manage their land in ways that in-
crease carbon storage.

Trees cover nearly 90 percent of Maine.

Please see CARBON, Page Al4

Tony Marple says he thinned forestland on his farm in Whitefield to encourage maple, oak
and birch trees to mature, not for use as saw logs but for their carbon-storage potential.
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